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Regulations  Governing  the  Procuring  of  Printing, 
Binding,  and  Blank-'book  Work 

Bureau  of  the  Budget  Circular  No.  39^  directs  attention  to  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  advising  that  in  some  instances 
■crocuring  officers  of  de-oartments ,  estal^lishments ,  and  agencies  are  en- 
tertaining certain  practices  which  tend  to  break  down  the  system  pre- 
scribed by  Congress  of  nrocuring  -oublic  nrinting  and  binding. 

The  laws  relating  to  the  procurement  of  nublic  printing,  binding,  and 
blank-book  work,  as  set  forth  in  Title  kh  of  the  U.  S.   Code,  contain  the 
following  sections: 

Section  III.    All  printinj;,  binding,  and  blank-book  work  for 
Congress,  the  Executive  office,  the  judiciary,  and  every 
executive  de-oartment,  independent  office,  ajid  establishment 
of  the  Government  shall  be  done  at  the  'Government  Printing 
Office,  exce-ot  such  classes  of  work  as  shall  be  deemed  by 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  to  be  urgent  or  necessary 
to  have  done  elsewhere  than  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
for  the  exclusive  use  of  any  field  service  outside  of  said 
District.     (Acts  of  Jan.  12,  1895,  ch.  ?3,  sec.  87,  28  Stat. 
622;  March  1,  I919,  ch.  86,  sec.  11,  UO  Stat.  1270.) 

Section  111a.     Such  -orinting,  binding,  and  blank-book  vrork 
authorized  by  law,  as  the  Public  Printer  is  not  able  or 
equiDned  to  do  at  the  Government  Printing  Office,  may  be 
■oroduced  elsewhere  under  contracts  made  by  him  with  the 
a-o-proval  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing.     (Act  of 
February  28,  I929,  ch.  -^67,  sec.  1,  U5  Stat.  lUoO.) 

Section  lU.    The  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  may  -oermit  the 
Public  Printer  to  authorize  any  executive  department  or 
independent  office  or  establishment  of  the  Government  to 
purchase  direct  for  its  use  such  printing,  binding,  and 
blank-book  vrork,  otherwise  authorized  by  law,  as  the 
Government  Printing  Office  is  not  nble  or  suitably  equipped 
to  execute  or  as  may  be  more  economically  or  in  the  better 
interest  of  the  Government  executed  elsewhere;  and  such 
Joint  Committee  also  mr.y  authorize  the  Public  Print r-r  to 
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procure  services,  ma.terinls,  and  supplies  for  use  of  the 
Government  Printing  Office  vrithout  regard  to  the  provisions 
of  Section  5  of  Title  Ul  whenever  the  aggregate  amount 
in-trolved  Is  less  than  $50.     (Acts  of  January  12,  1S95,  ch. 
23,   sec.  12,  2S  Stat.  702;  July  S,  I935,  ch.  37U,  sec.  1, 
Stat.  U75.) 

With  a  view  to  avoiding  improper  practices  in  connection  v^ith  proctiring 
printing  and  hinding,  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  has  requested: 

(a)     Th^it  no  agency  requisitioning  -Drlntlng  shall  antlci-D=^te 
the  release  of  any  requisition  for  direct  procurement 
"by  such  agency,  until  so  advised  "by  the  Public  Printer. 

(h)     That  officers  of  departments  and  establishments  shall 
not  discuss  with  -orinting  salesmen  details  of  their 
pending  Drlntlng  needs. 

( c)     That  any  agency  requiring  technical  assistance  may  call 
upon  the  head  of  the  Planning  Division  of  the  Govern- 
ment Printing  Office  for  advice  and  assistance  on  print- 
ing matters. 

To  ^vold  improper  printing  and  binding  procedures  I  ask  that  this  matter 
be  brought  again  to  the  attention  of  bureau  officers  responsible  for  pro- 
curing printing,  binding,  and  blank-book  work. 

In  connection  vjith  Paragraph  (b)  above,  the  Printing  Section  of  the  Office 
of  Information  is  adequately  staffed  now    and  has  the  res-ponsibility  for 
advising  and  assisting  Bureau  representatives  on  all  steps  preliminary  to 
and  including  form  procurement. 

In  connection  with  Paragraph  (c)  above,  this  Office  will,  of  course,  con- 
tinue to  maintain  all  liaison  vrith  the  Government  Printing  Office  and  any 
Questions  which  may  arise  requiring  the  ad\''ice  of  any  division  within 
the  Government  Printing  Office  should  be  transmitted  through  the  Depart- 
ment's Printing  Section. 

Additional  questions  on  this  subject  may  bp  directed  to  Walter  Conway, 
Assistant  Chief  of  Publications,  Room  '^kO  Administration  Building. 


Morse  Salisbury 
Direct'-ir  of  Information 


